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Hi there! 
From government approval for our field camp at the base of the Afi Mountains, to the first steps towards

species monitoring in National Parks, SMACON has been busy building and growing our roots deeper into

the landscapes and communities we protect. This newsletter is filled with reminders that meaningful progress

every time we work together.

This is what packing for a typical field trip looks like -

clunky, cumbersome and an absolute nightmare if you

have to do every other month! That’s why we were thrilled

to finally receive a concession from Cross River State

Forestry Commission to establish a base station within the

Afi Mountain area. The facility will be many things to us:

a training and research hub for in-country and

international students and scientists, support for our

conservation intervention programs i.e., species

monitoring, ranger patrols, seedbank and nursery, while

acting as a fire command center for our wildfire

management program. Join us and let’s get building!

SMACON gets set to build Field Base
Station in Afi
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This year’s Bat Appreciation Day on April 17th was marked with creativity and a shared love for bats! We invited
you to share your memories, thoughts, and images related to bats. Thanks to everyone who participated in our
contest as each submission, whether a picture or a short story, demonstrated the power of storytelling to challenge
and change perceptions.
Missed all the fun?  🦇 View selected entries here

Celebrating Bat Appreciation Day

https://www.smacon-africa.org/
https://www.smacon-africa.org/post/bat-appreciation-day-celebrating-our-winged-wonders


National Parks and other protected areas are important for biodiversity conservation, yet parks in Nigeria remain
largely undersampled, with limited species monitoring impacting our ability to adaptively manage and protect
wild populations. To address this gap, we have developed the Park Biodiversity Observation Network (Park-BON),
a monitoring project to improve understanding of species distribution and activity within parks.
On June 26th, we pre-launched Park-BON with acoustic training for select park rangers from all National Parks in
Nigeria. The training covered audiomoth usage, acoustic monitoring and data management, equipping each park
with all necessary gear for its deployment. This starts a six-month pilot phase to deploy audiomoths (a small
acoustic detector, no bigger than an apple, and weighs less) that will record baseline acoustic data on park
fauna, and enhance monitoring strategies. The project will guide long-term implementation of Park-BON, ensuring
a sustainable, ranger-led biodiversity monitoring system in Nigeria’s protected areas.

Acoustics Training for Park Rangers

Communities on the borders of protected areas
are heavily dependent on hunting wildlife, and
if left unplanned and unchecked can drive many
populations to drastically low numbers. To
effectively reduce this wildlife hunting, it is
important to first understand consumption levels
and characterize the value chain of wild meat
trade..
Over the last few months, we have surveyed
hunters and protein vendors in all sixteen
communities surrounding Afi Mountain Wildlife
Sanctuary. SMACON will work with local
communities to co-design sustainable ways to
meet local protein needs that complements
ongoing wildlife hunting mitigation efforts in the
area.

Understanding Protein Needs to Arm
Hunting Reduction
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SMACON team trains selected National Park
officials on audiomoth usage at the National Park
Service Headquarters, Abuja
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Field teams engage with sellers of protein produce to quantify protein
consumption in communities around the sanctuary

https://www.smacon-africa.org/post/cane-rat-farming-reduce-bat-hunting
https://www.smacon-africa.org/post/cane-rat-farming-reduce-bat-hunting
https://www.smacon-africa.org/
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What’s the relationship between bat conservation and human health?

That’s what this one-day symposium organised by the Safe Humans Safe Bats Initiative set to answer. SMACON

joined other researchers, conservationists and other stakeholders to explore themes on Bat Conservation and

Zoonoses in Nigeria. Represented by Iroro Tanshi , Inieke Udokang (Conservation Program Manager) and Oluchi

Agodi (Science & Engagement Coordinator), we highlighted our decade-long protection of bat habitat, wildfire

prediction and prevention program, and ongoing surveys to understand bat hunting among school-aged children

in Makurdi, Nigeria.

Event Recap: Safe Humans Safe Bats
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SMACON team with some members of Safe Humans Safe Bats Initiative at the event in Abuja, Nigeria

We are thrilled to announce that we have successfully received certification as equivalent to a Certified Public
Charity from NGOsource. With our equivalency determination on file in the NGOsource repository, we look
forward to continue working with our growing US-based partners to make more impact for our neglected small
friends.

News: We are ED Certified!

SMACON has been determined by NGOsource to be equivalent to a U.S public
charity or government instrumentality

https://www.smacon-africa.org/
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Stay tuned for more inspiring conservation stories and updates.

Warm regards,

Communications Team
Small Mammal Conservation Organization

Support Us - Donate today to make a lasting impact!
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Whether it’s meeting with host communities who receive us with hospitality or donors who invest in us with
confidence, it’s always a pleasure to engage with the people who support us to do the work we do. Our
second quarter was packed with these kinds of meetings.

Partners’ Corner

In Palo Alto with other conservationists, ahead of WCN Spring donor meetingsIroro with members of the WCN team and some donors in Seattle

Townhall meeting led by Conservation Program Manger, with community leaders
in Buanchor, one of the communities surrounding Afi Mountain Wildlife Sanctuary

At Nigeria’s University of Benin, providing support in setting up their Natural
History Museum. 
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