1ST QUARTER- MAR 2025 www.smacon-africa.org

SMALL MAMMAL CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION (SMACON) ==

NEWSLETTER

SMALL MAMMAL
COMSERVATION
ORGANIZATION

As we wrap up the first quarter of 2025, we're excited to share some progress for conservation! From
testing new ways to restore forests to welcoming our first WAMEF intern, our work is growing stronger

thanks to supporters like you. Here's a glimpse of what we’ve been up fo.

Community Women Lead the Way in
Reforestation

Late last year, the SMACON team and a group of
remarkable community women, called the KUJO
Women, took a bold step toward restoring
previously fire damaged areas of the forests. Kujo
is the word for forest in Boki language, which
these women speak.

As part of our community-led reforestation project,
they carried out a pilot transplanting exercise. This
is a big step towards the long-term success of our
restoration efforts. With each tree planted, we're
not just rebuilding forests, we're empowering local

women as stewards of conservation.
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Fruit Bat Monitoring Program Restarted

In November 2024, we restarted our fruit bat citizen science monitoring program across the Nigerian cities of
Benin, Makurdi, and most recently Jos. This is part of the Pan-African Eidolon Monitoring program. Our team of
dedicated volunteers have been conducting monthly counts of the Straw-colored Fruit Bats roosts, using physical
count to track populations. This migratory species forms some of the largest colonies in cities across Africa, often
flooding the sky just before darkness falls. These bats are so cool because they plant forests by moving seeds across
the landscape. But due to increasing hunting (food and persecution) and habitat loss, long term data shows

population declines across the continent. Our team has taken the monitoring a step further by quantifying threats to

tree roosts, important information for future conservation interventions for this ecologically important species.

Pic 1: Volunteers after a hard day monitoring Eidolon populations in Markurdi, Pic 2: Volunteers taking physical count of the Straw-coloured fruit bat

Nigeria. Eidolon bats can be seen perched on a tree in the background.

Strengthening Parinerships for
Conservation

February saw us visiting the newly appointed
Conservator of Park (CP) for Cross River
National ~ Park  (CRNP)  to  strengthen
collaborations for wildlife protection. National
parks are critical safe havens for West Africa’s
biodiversity, and through partnerships like this,
we can work together to safeguard these
landscapes for the future. We're working with
the park to expand our successful wildfire
prevention, prediction and response program to
the Cross River National Park (Okwangwo).

CP, CRNP flanked by SMACON reps and some officials of the Cross River
National Park
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Welcoming Our First WAMF Intern!
Beyond the West Africa Mammal Fellowship’s (WAMF) two-week field based course, another key objective of the

fellowship is to provide fellows with additional hands-on conservation experience through internship placements. In
January, we were pleased to welcome our first intern, Chadrack Azihou to SMACON. Eager to apply his skills and
advance his career as a conservation professional, he quickly got down to business, learning how to engage
community leaders, and supervise field-based staff, while traversing some of the longest and treacherous hikes
through the Obudu Plateau (Cross River National Park). Chadrack will take these experiences back to his native
Benin Republic to start a conservation project; he represents the promising future of the WAMF program that aims to
bend the curve for biodiversity in West Africa.

Chadrack’s visit is thanks to the Wildlife Conservation Network (WCN) internship fund. We're thrilled to see how

this placement will shape Chadrack’s career and empower the next generation of conservation researchers.

At a recent species monitoring field trip in Afi forest, Chadrack sets up a camera trap for Pangolin monitoring, while field interns observe

Restoration Effort Gets a Boost!

Our restoration efforts at Afi Mountain just got a big
boost as Elizabeth Usen, a Research Associate at
SMACON recently completed a specialist forest
restoration field course with the Tropical Biology
Association (TBA) in Uganda. This prestigious
program places professionals at the forefront of

biOdiverSity conservation, Offering eXPerf-led, hands- Elizabeth Usen (L) receives her certificate from Dr. Rosie Trevelyan (R), Director,
on fraining in the very ecosystems that require Tropical Biology Association (TBA)

=g

protection. Participants prepare or improve a robust
plan that is implemented upon return to their
countries. Elizabeth is using her botanical expertise
to lead our community-led forest restoration project
at Afi. We are so excited for the new directions she
would take the Kujo Women Restoration program.
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Every step we take in conservation is possible because of your support. Whether through donations, partnerships, or
simply sharing our work, you are part of this mission. As we move forward, we'd love to hear from you - Which of
these conservation stories inspire you the most?

Let's keep the conversation going!

Warm regards,

Communications Team
Small Mammal Conservation Organization

Support Us - Donate today to make a lasting impact!
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